Conviction for fraudulent marking
A Belgian manufacturer has been convicted of illegal use of identification tags on copies of the European standard for flower transport, the CC Container, supplied by the Dutch-Danish company Container Centralen A/S.
Illegal copying and use of identification tags on CC Container flower trolleys has been exposed. The CC Container is part of a return system – the CC Pool System – where empty trolleys can be exchanged for full trolleys and vice versa, and the trolleys are maintained by Container Centralen (CC). Fraudulent marking therefore results in CC’s incurring additional maintenance costs on the illegal trolleys, which are of lower quality than the original. This also affects legal users of the pool system as the annual participation fee is forced up.
The current disclosure of the Belgian copy maker has resulted in a public trial in Belgium, the provisional outcome of which is that the main proprietor personally and his company, Trocobel, have been issued with fines and a prohibition, but as Trocobel subsequently went bankrupt, whether the damages and fine will be paid is doubtful. The owner of Trocobel has also appealed the verdict, and CC has subsequently counter-appealed. 

The judgment emphasised that Trocobel’s owner admitted having made the illegal identification tags with the deliberate intention of gaining illegal access to CC’s pool system with its associated maintenance of the trolleys. A further significant factor in the decision is that CC has been actively fighting against illegal copying of its identification tags for many years, and has worked to protect the company’s brands.

“This is not the first time that legal action has been taken against the makers of copies who have attempted to obtain a ‘free ride’ in the CC pool system with these illegal tags,” says Berno Holmgaard, CC’s CEO. “We have previously won similar cases in France, Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Belgium and The Netherlands.”
CC is currently working on a project involving electronic marking (RFID) of the CC Container and other transport units to counter continued illegal copying of the identification tags.

For more information, please contact Container Centralen Ltd., 
Phone: (+44) 1322 338251, www.container-centralen.com.

Picture text: Berno Holmgaard, CEO of Container Centralen, with genuine and false identification tags for the European flower trolley, the CC Container. 
